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The Civic Center will partially reopen on Monday, June 1st. The indoor pool 
and fitness area will be open, but the gymnasium, atrium, showers, and common areas 
will remain closed. The operating hours will be temporarily reduced and mandatory 
hygiene protocols will be in place. Anyone who enters the building must wear a mask 
(except while exercising), and you must bring your own water. A parent or guardian 
must accompany all children age 14 and younger. Community Services will not book 
any reservations until at least July 1st. You can find the latest information on the 
Recreation page of the City website or call (216) 524-3262.

Dear Neighbor,
The City of Independence continues to work with Governor Mike DeWine’s office and regional 

partners to develop a coordinated, safe, and effective strategy to reopen our community. The health 
and safety of our residents and employees is my highest priority. As we emerge from this health 
pandemic, we must align on the criteria and next steps needed to protect the well-being of everyone 
who lives, works, and visits the City. 

 Thanks to a tremendous coordinated effort within City Hall, the Civic Center will partially 
reopen on Monday, June 1st. Only the fitness area and indoor pool will be accessible. The ball 
fields opened after Memorial Day and are available for practice. The 2020 Little League season is 
currently starting up.  

The Elmwood Recreation Center, Fieldhouse, outdoor pool, pavilions, and Liberty Station 
remain closed. You can find the latest information on the Recreation Department page of the 

City website or call (216) 524-3262.  The City will reinforce our policy that all amenities and recreation facilities are for 
residents only. 

Looking ahead, I have postponed the annual 4th of July Party in the Park. Home Days will need to be modified, and 
we are evaluating if and how we can accommodate the Summer Concert series.  

The City is feeling the economic impacts of the health emergency. There will be shortfalls in revenue. Finance Director 
Vern Blaze is working on a revised FY 2020 Budget and a proposed 2021 Budget that will include putting some projects 
on hold. 

Congratulations to all the graduating high school seniors! You are ending this chapter in your life under very unusual 
circumstances. It does not diminish all the hard work you have put in to get you to this milestone. I can tell you that often 
the unexpected and challenging events in life help you learn and grow the most. I wish every one of you a successful and 
full life filled with many blessings.   

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to all the parents, teachers, and staff who have supported and nurtured this next generation 
for so many years!

Everything may not be back to the way it was, but let’s be happy it’s June and focus on the exceptional and joyful 
moments we have. Stay safe and God Bless.

Sincerely,

Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz
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Indy Pen Pals
The Community Services Department 

is encouraging both children and adults to 
become an “Intergenerational Pen Pal” to 
an Independence Senior Citizen. Making 
a connection and brightening someone’s 
day with a letter or card has never been so 
important!

Get out your pens, crayons, and markers 
and write a letter, make a card, or color a 
picture. Put your creation in an unsealed, 
stamped envelope with your return address. 
Then drop off at our Pen Pal Mailbox located outside the Civic Center 
entrance. Our staff will mail your letter to one of our Senior Citizens 
to start your Pen Pal connection!
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An abbreviated Memorial Day 
Service was held on Monday, 

May 25th to remember all who 
have served our country. Mayor 

Kurtz had Hometown Hero 
banners made for the ten names 
inscribed on the War Memorial, 

which will be displayed every 
year on the Square.

Kiwanis business is now conducted via virtual 
meetings. The board decided to cancel all in-person 
Monday night dinner meetings along with all other events 
for the remainder of the year. This includes the Home Days 
Beer Garden, the fall Chicken Barbecue, installation night, 
and our Christmas Party. This was done in the best interest 
for our members, volunteers, and community.

Support for community projects continue with the 
following donations: 

 • $5,000 to help purchase a new aerator/lighting system  
  for Elmwood Pond (in planning stage for the  
  Recreation Department)
 • $1,000 to the Independence High School Band to  
  assist in their fundraising for a new band trailer

 • $5,000 to Upside of Downs
 • $5,000 for S.T.A.R. Camp (if the camp is canceled,  
  the money will be held in reserve)

Recent 300 Club winners include: Nathan Trickett, 
Joseph Balog, Debbie Chrzanowski, Tom Walchanowicz, 
and Dan Ledenican. Congratulations and again, chairman 
Gil Freilino thanks all who support this project.

It is a pleasure to report that Kiwanis International 
recognized Independence Kiwanis as a Distinguished Club 
for the 2018-2019 administrative year. This award is given 
for a club’s “untiring efforts and continuing support as we 
serve the children of the world.” Also recognized – Pat 
Gorbett as Distinguished President and Edie Schilla as 
Distinguished Secretary. 

KIWANIS KORNER
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Abbey TeriberyAbbey Teribery
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Charles StarlingCharles Starling Chloe JovanovicChloe Jovanovic

Anthony Anthony 
D’AmbrosiaD’Ambrosia Anthony PresotAnthony Presot

Antigone Antigone 
TschetterTschetter

Ben WisinskiBen Wisinski

Avery  Avery  
StrychaszStrychasz

Arabella Arabella 
ZambitoZambito

Adam LiebalAdam Liebal Alexis KovesdiAlexis Kovesdi Ali LaskiAli Laski

Bradley Bradley 
PaulenskePaulenske

Anthony Anthony 
LondricoLondrico



www.independenceohio.org5

Area 
High School

Grads
Not all 
student
photos 

available

Madeline Dougherty – Padua
Zachary Lepkowski – Holy Name
Emma Mazzola – Padua
Sage Neidbalson – Newbury
Joseph Pinjuh – Padua
Jude Telesz – Saint Ignatius
Edison Yang – Padua
Jacob Ross – Padua
Samantha Snow – Holy Name
Angela Vitantonio – Walsh Jesuit

Edison YangEdison Yang
Joseph M. Joseph M. 
Pinjuh IIPinjuh II Jacob RossJacob Ross

Wyatt FlynnWyatt Flynn

James  James  
McMahonMcMahon

Sage Sage 
NeidbalsonNeidbalson

Sarah SwaugerSarah Swauger Thorin ChappelThorin Chappel Vincent BucciVincent Bucci Wyatt BalserWyatt Balser
Savannah Savannah 

WrightWright
Thomas Thomas 

Ceculski IIICeculski III

Parker OwenParker Owen Rachel de HaanRachel de Haan Reese LoebickReese Loebick Riley WilsonRiley WilsonReni KaiserReni Kaiser Ryan GibsonRyan GibsonOlivia MichotaOlivia Michota

Michael Michael 
JedrzejekJedrzejek

MollyMolly
DoughertyDougherty

Nicholas Nicholas 
KaufmanKaufman Nicolas LaskiNicolas LaskiNathan VincellNathan VincellMichael HebertMichael Hebert

MarissaMarissa
KovachKovach

Mahlaina Mahlaina 
LeichliterLeichliter

Maria Maria 
McCollumMcCollum

Marisa Marisa 
SilvestroSilvestro

Michael Michael 
FedikFedik

Madelyn  Madelyn  
Bilinovic Bilinovic Luke ClymerLuke Clymer

Kalli ScreptockKalli Screptock Katie TaliaferroKatie Taliaferro Kevin  MooneyKevin  Mooney Kyle KurtzKyle Kurtz

Liam WalkerLiam Walker

Kana Kana 
Wisniewski Wisniewski 

J.J. WaltersJ.J. Walters Jared AlbertsonJared Albertson Jimmy SenickJimmy Senick Joey SoraceJoey Sorace Josie LeeJosie Lee

Julia  KalmanJulia  Kalman
Kaleigh Kaleigh 

HurchanikHurchanik

Zachary Zachary 
Lepkowski Lepkowski 

Jake  MitrisinJake  Mitrisin
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INDEPENDENCE “HOMEGROWN HEROES”

2011 IHS GRADS & BEST FRIENDS ANNE MANLEY & 
JULIE DAVENPORT USING THEIR NURSING DEGREES TO HELP 

COVID PATIENTS ON THE FRONT LINES

Anne Manley is using her Nursing Education at Inova Fairfax Hospital in northern 
VA, where her unit was transitioned to the main COVID-19 ICU. Her patients are in 
medically induced comas and require breathing tubes and ventilator support. This entails 
long treatment and recovery for the patients without the support of their families. Setting 
up Zoom meetings for families to video chat with their loved ones, even though the patient 
cannot participate, is only one innovative way that Anne and her team are keeping spirits 
up to the ever growing number of successfully recovering patients. Anne tells us “People in 
this community have been donating food and other goodies, and it makes all the difference! 
I am exhausted, but feel supported and proud of my work. Wash your hands!” 

Julie Davenport proclaims she is “far from being a hero”, but 
left Texas and her job as a Pediatric Intensive Care Nurse to travel 
to NYC with no prior adult caring experience because “I couldn’t 
stand the news stories of people dying because there was no one 
to take care of them”. From an overwhelming beginning taking 
care of COVID-19 patients to becoming more comfortable on 
the “front lines”, Julie is moving on to Washington DC where 
she will be working with vulnerable populations, making sure 
they are tested for COVID-19 and are able to get the care they 
need. Julie says the best part of her new assignment is “getting 
to crash with my best friend, Anne!”

JACOB KINGZETT IN NYC

Jacob received his nursing degree from CCC as an Honor Student and member of the 
Dean’s List, while participating in the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. Upon graduation, 
Jacob accepted a permanent RN position with the Cleveland Clinic Main Campus.

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic Jacob became concerned with the need for 
help in the NYC area, and made the very brave decision to leave his full-time position with 
the Cleveland Clinic and head to NYC to use his experience to help out. He is currently 
working at New York Presbyterian Hospital in Queens for the next three months. 

Anne & Julie

HOMEGROWN HEROES

Anne Manley

Julie Davenport

Jacob Kingzett
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BEHIND THE BANNER

BEHIND THE BANNER 
Hometown Hero – Sergeant Chester E. Veverka 

My paternal grandfather, Chester Veverka, was born November 15th, 1921. 
After graduating from John Adams High School, he took two years of electrical 
engineering classes at Fenn College in Cleveland (later incorporated into The 
Cleveland State University). He accepted a job at The Ohio Bell Telephone 
Company where he began installing and repairing telephone lines. When the 
United States got involved in World War II, Chester volunteered for the Air 
Force, but due to a recent injury, they were unable to take him. However, once 
the U.S. started drafting, the Army got him the surgery he needed and he 
entered active service on January 16th, 1943. 

Chester had been working at Ohio Bell just shy of two years when he was 
granted leave to serve during the war. He attended 6 weeks of Basic Training 
at Camp Crowder in Missouri, then headed to Colorado for 6 months of Basic 
Engineering at Colorado School of Mines. He was trained to install and repair 
military telephone and telegraph equipment such as telephone subsets, telegraph 
instruments, protectors, and key switching equipment. During his training, he 
was given leave to marry his high school sweetheart, Jeanne Jeffery, on October 
7th, 1943 at Shaffer Memorial Methodist Church in Cleveland. 

Chester became a Grade Four Tech Sergeant in the 75th Infantry Division 
5th Army Signal Corps. During his training, U.S. war efforts started to sour, 
and his division was sent to the European Theater. In November of 1944 they 
shipped out to Scotland, then made their way to France and eventually Germany. 
He served near the front, helping to keep crucial communication lines open. 
The 75th Infantry Division was involved in Battle of the Bulge, Battle in the 
Ardennes, Colmar Pocket Battle, and Battle for the Ruhr. Chester was abroad a 
total of 1 year, 2 months, and 11 days. 

After serving his three-year hitch, Chester was honorably discharged on 
January 30th, 1946. He received a Good Conduct Medal, an American 
Campaign Medal, and a European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal. 
He resumed his career with Ohio Bell and held several different positions over 
the years including project engineering, laying out cable networks, and manhole 
design. He moved his family to Independence in 1961, starting on Brookside 
Road, then moving around the corner to Highland Drive. Around 1975, Chester 
retired from Ohio Bell (now AT&T Ohio).

Ironically, for someone whose entire military and civilian career was devoted 
to keeping lines of communication open for thousands of people, Chester was 
rather quiet about his time in the Army. His only child, Dale, said that he only 
ever talked about the war when he was with others who could relate, such as 
Dale’s father-in-law who was a fellow Army Sergeant. He did mention, however, 
that he was not upset that Dale wasn’t able to enlist during the Vietnam War. 

Chester passed away February 13th, 1993 at the age of 71. Though I was 
just four years old when he died, I recall early memories of us sharing lunch, 
listening to polka music, and reading countless picture books. I am so thankful 
for the short time I got to be his “peanut” and eternally grateful for his service 
to our country. 

– Amber Veverka
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Be Aware of Bicyclists!
As summer kicks off bikes will be a more common sight on 

our roads. Because of our proximity to the Towpath Trail bi-
cyclists are often seen in Independence. Bicycles are considered 
vehicles under Ohio law and can be legally operated on the road-
way (except freeways). 

A cyclist must obey all traffic rules applicable to vehicles. 
For example, a cyclist must stop at red lights and stop signs 
(ORC §4511.43); yield to pedestrians on a sidewalk (ORC 
§4511.441); use a specified front white light, rear red deflector, 
and light from sunset to sunrise and when visibility is low due to 
weather conditions (ORC 4511.56); and ride in the direction of 
road traffic (ORC §4511.25). 

A cyclist must ride as near to the right side of the roadway as 
practicable and obey all traffic rules and exercise due care when 
passing. However, a cyclist is not required to ride at the right 
edge of the roadway when it is unreasonable or unsafe due to 
surface objects, hazards, or when the lane is so narrow that a car 
cannot safely pass the cyclist (ORC §4511.55(A) & (C)).

How can a motorist safely share the road with bicyclists? 
Avoiding distractions while driving and being aware of your sur-
roundings are critical. Most bicycle crashes occur when a driver:
 •  Turns left at an intersection into an oncoming cyclist
 •  Turns right at an intersection and “hooks” a cyclist proceeding  
  straight through the intersection
 •  Fails to see a cyclist and hits the cyclist from behind
 •  Fails to see the cyclist when pulling out from a stop sign, 
  side street, or parking lot
 •  Passes and sideswipes a cyclist by failing to allow a safe 
  distance when passing

 

Here are some additional tips for children and 
bike riding:
 •  A helmet protects your child from serious injury, and should  
  always be worn. And remember, wearing a helmet at all 
  times helps children develop the helmet habit.
 •  Your child needs to wear a helmet on every bike ride, no 
  matter how short or how close to home. Many injuries 
  happen in driveways, on sidewalks, and on bike paths, not  
  just on streets. Children learn best by observing you. Set the  
  example: Whenever you ride, put on your helmet.
 •  When purchasing a helmet, look for a label or sticker that  
  says the helmet meets the CPSC safety standard.
 •  A helmet should be worn so that it is level on the head 
  and covers the forehead, not tipped forward or backwards. 
  The strap should be securely fastened with about  
  2 fingers able to fit between chin  and strap. The  
  helmet should be snug on the head, but not overly  
  tight. Skin should move with the helmet when moved 
  side to side. If needed, use sizing pads to help improve 
  the fit.
 •  Do not push your child to ride a 2-wheeled bike without  
  training wheels until he or she is ready. Consider the child's  
  coordination and desire to learn to ride. Stick with coaster  
  (foot) brakes until your child is older and more experienced  
  for hand brakes. Consider a balance bike with no pedals for  
  young children to learn riding skills.
 •  Take your child with you when you shop for the bike, so 
  that he or she can try it out. The value of a properly fitted 
  bike far outweighs the value of surprising your child with a  
  new one. Buy a bike that is the right size, not one your child  
  has to “grow into.” Oversized bikes are especially dangerous.

Keep Your Pets Safe This Summer!
At this time, there is no evidence that animals play a 

significant role in spreading the virus that causes COVID-19. 
Based on the limited information available to date, the risk of 
animals spreading COVID-19 to people is considered to be 
low. We are still learning about this virus, but it appears that 
it can spread from people to animals in some situations. To be 
safe at this time, please also allow for social distancing for your 
dog if you are walking them in public. 

Most cities, including Independence, have leash laws in 
place. An unleased dog is a threat to others regardless of how 
friendly the dog is. Even the smallest dog can induce fear in 
some people. It is up to you as a responsible pet owner to keep 
your dog on a leash. Dogs must be under “reasonable” control 
when off your property.

When off-leash, the moves of even the best trained dog can 
be hard to anticipate. It only takes one time for your dog to see 
an animal or something across the street to be hit, injured, or 
worse. Even in your own yard, your dog might chase animals  

that come onto your property. Deer, especially those with 
fawns, can be very protective and they will attack if they feel 
threatened. Dogs have been severely injured after run-ins with 
deer. It is fawning time in June, so be aware this is a real threat.

There is a dog leash on the market called a “flexi” leash 
which is an extended length leash that allows your dog to 
wander 10 or more feet away from you. If you use this type 
of leash and your dog goes off of the sidewalk and wanders 
into another resident’s yard, it is considered trespassing. Also, 
it is extremely inconsiderate of your neighbors. Dog urine 
can burn grass and leave an ugly burnt spot from the acidity 
(highly acidic or alkaline urine may alter the pH of the soil, 
adversely affecting the grass in the portion of the yard where 
your dog goes).

Remember that dogs are not allowed to run at large 
(unrestrained outside of your property), nor are cats. Keep your 
pets safe this summer!

– Judy Burrier, ACO
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Deck Building
Now that summer is approaching, you might be thinking 

of building a deck to enjoy the warmer weather. You need to 
submit a few items to the Building Department to begin your 
project prior to getting a deck permit:

 • Completed Building Permit application (can be found on  
  the City website).
 • Site plan showing the location of the existing house and  
  proposed location of deck. 
  o Must be no less than 40’ from the rear property line.
  o Must be no less than 15’ from the side property lines.
 • Two sets of drawings describing the building material and a  
  cross section of the deck and railing detail.

Basic guidelines for building a deck:
 • All decks more than 30” above the grade must have a  
  guardrail with a minimum height of 36”.
 • The footer for deck postholes must be a minimum of 
  38” deep.
 • Deck posts must be a minimum of 4” x 4”.
 • Three inspections must be completed: footer (postholes),  
  framing, and final inspection.

A permit is required for the installation of any deck. The 
Building Department is available to answer questions 
and provide information for homeowners who are 
interested in installing a deck. Contact the Building 
Department at 216-524-1019 or visit our web page at 
www.independenceohio.org 

Fire Safety Tips - Summer Safety
Don't Get Burned This Summer! Summertime is outdoor fun 

time. Don’t let your fun turn tragic. Hazards are all around us, 
but with proper precautions, summertime can be both enjoyable 
and safe. Protect yourself, your home and property, and your 
family and neighbors by following these simple guidelines.

 
Sun Safety

Sun exposure can cause serious burns and put you at risk 
for skin cancer. Most exposure occurs during childhood. Protect 
your children with regular use of a sunscreen, even on cloudy 
days. Most of the sun’s radiation penetrates the clouds and can 
still cause sunburn. Choose a sunscreen that offers both UVA 
and UVB protection and has an SPF of 15 or higher. Wear 
protective clothing including a hat, sunglasses, and long shirts 
and pants. Limit exposure during the sun’s strongest hours: 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm.

 
Pool and Water Safety

Chemicals commonly sold for home pool care, such as liquid 
and solid chlorine-based oxidizers, can spontaneously combust 
if contaminated by organic materials (body fluids, acid rain, 
etc.) or hydrocarbon liquids such as fuel or motor oil. These 
fires cause toxic fumes and require evacuation of the area. 
Always store and use pool chemicals according to manufactures’ 
recommendations. Keep containers in a dry, isolated area away 
from heat source and flame. Never store chemicals in the house. 
Properly discard any punctured or damaged containers. 

Never leave children unsupervised around water, even if they 
know how to swim. Always wear a safety approved life jacket 
when on a lake, river, etc. or boating, water skiing, tubing, etc. 
Don’t allow running or rough play around water. Backyard pools  
 

should have a fence (at least 4 feet high) with a self-closing and 
self-latching gate surrounding the entire pool.

Know CPR and have a pool side phone for emergencies.

Fire Hydrant Maintenance
The Fire Department will soon be out performing 

maintenance on the City’s Fire Hydrants. Please watch for the 
posted signs on your street. This activity will go on throughout 
the summer months.

• Avoid using the hot water (discolored water will remain out  
 of the hot water tank).

• Avoid washing clothes when hydrants are being flushed
• If you find that the water in your home is brownish, let your  

 faucet run (cold water) until clear (run the faucet at the  
 lowest point in the house). 

Make sure your hydrant is visible to firefighters. Trim hedges 
or bushes that may be growing too high around it. The fire 
hydrant is there for your safety which is why firefighters do a 
yearly maintenance check.

Gasoline
Never store gasoline inside your home. A 

detached and locked storage shed is preferred. Store 
gasoline in a clearly labeled container approved for 
gasoline storage. Keep containers away from any 
heat source or flame. Limit storage to the minimal 
amount needed to power your equipment. Extinguish smoking 
materials before fueling, and fuel away from combustibles in an 
open outdoor area. Never refuel equipment while the motor is 
running or hot; always allow the equipment to cool first. Never 
use gasoline for anything other than a motor fuel.
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE:
A product is hazardous if it is toxic, corrosive, reactive, 

or explosive and if words such as “poison”, “danger”, 
“warning”, or “caution” appear on the label.

Examples of Hazardous Products:
• Chemicals such as drain  

 cleaner, oven cleaner, and  
 furniture polish

• Paint, turpentine, oil, gasoline
• Propane tanks
• Batteries
To dispose of these products, please call the Service 

Department at 216-524-9191 to schedule a Friday Special 
Pick Up prior to Thursday of each week. Items should 
be placed on your treelawn. Special Pick Up service is 
available year-round. 

You should also call for a Friday Special Pick Up if you 
need to dispose of:

• Fluorescent and compact light bulbs
• Electronics (computers, keyboards, computer  

 equipment, printers, modems, cell phones, etc.) 

SHREDDED PAPER:
Shredded paper cannot be recycled and should not be 

put in your recycling cart. Put shredded paper in the trash. 

STREET LIGHT OUTAGES & POWER OUTAGES:
CEI is responsible for street light pole outages, flickering, 

and damaged poles and power outages. Call CEI for 
assistance at 1-800-589-3101. When you call, please be 
prepared with the pole number and the address or location 
of the pole. You can also visit their website for assistance: 
www.firstenergycorp.com

YARD WASTE COLLECTION:
Yard waste collection has started and 

is picked up on your weekly rubbish 
day. The leaf truck does not operate in 
the spring. Leaves should be placed in 
your yard waste container until the truck 
resumes operation in the fall. The Service Department 
does not pick up loose grass clippings from tree lawns. The 
clippings must be placed in your yard waste container.

Yard waste consists of leaves, grass, shrub clippings, 
plant material, etc. Place yard waste into OPEN 35-gallon 

Paper Yard Waste Bags, OPEN Cardboard Boxes (no 
larger than (2’ x 2’ x 2’), or standard 35-gallon Garbage 
Cans (not weighing more than 50 lbs). All yard waste must 
be placed away from or on the opposite side of your trash 
and recycling carts. 35-gallon paper yard waste bags can be 
purchased at ACE, Costco, Marcs, Sam’s Club, and other 
area retailers. PLASTIC BAGS OF YARD WASTE WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED.

YARD WASTE  CANS:
Residents can purchase a yard waste Toter can from the 

City of Independence Service Department. The cans have 
a GREEN LID on top to designate yard waste.

Prices: 
• LARGE CAN:  $64.00 
• SMALL CAN:  $56.00 
To order a yard waste Toter can, please call 216-524-

9191. Accepted forms of payment: credit card, check, or 
cash.

CHIPPER SERVICE:  
Chipper service continues throughout the year. 

Requirements for branches for the chipper:
• Branches must be between 1 and 8 inches in diameter  

 and cut into four foot lengths. Cut ends should face  
 towards the street. 

• Any branches larger than 8 inches in diameter must  
 be cut up into log size pieces and placed on the tree  
 lawn.

• Residents must call the Service Department at 
 216-524-9191 for chipper service when branches are  
 placed on the tree lawn.

• Branches smaller than 1 inch in diameter are  
 considered yard waste and should be placed in a yard  
 waste container.

• Any large amount of chipper material requires the  
 rental of a dumpster.  

Logs and tree stumps must be cut up into small pieces, 
placed at the tree lawn, and should be manageable for Service 
Department employees to pick up. Any large amount of 
logs and stumps requires the rental of a dumpster.

All tree contractor material (branches, logs, tree 
stumps) must be disposed of by the contractor and may 
not be placed on the tree lawn.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
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COUNCIL MEETING – MAY 12, 2020

MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
May is typically one of the busiest 

months of the year in Independence. 
There is the end of the school year and 
the beginning of baseball season, the 
opening of the outdoor pool, and of 
course, the Memorial Day Ceremony. 
And this year, May is when we celebrate 
older Americans and honor our nurses 
and police officers. 

All of us have had to adjust to the uncertainty of COVID-19 
both at home and in City Hall. Unfortunately, this year 
graduating seniors and their families will not be able to attend 
a traditional graduation ceremony. Still, we want to make this 
milestone memorable. Soon you will see pictures of all the 
seniors displayed at the corner of Selig and Brecksville. 

For our "older" senior population, we provided a free 
lunch on Friday, May 29nd, which was picked up at the Civic 
Center. In addition, we are planning to distribute a reusable 
protective mask this month to our senior population to help 
keep them safe and healthy. 

I want to also express my gratitude to all of our first 
responders and healthcare providers and caretakers. Your 
dedication to helping people who are fighting this disease is 
admirable. The compassion you show by holding someone's 
hand because their loved ones cannot is truly humbling. 
We will not be able to have our traditional Memorial Day 
ceremony, but we will honor and remember the brave men and 
women who have served. This year we will pay special tribute 
to residents who went to war and never returned home. Their 
names appear on the Soldiers Memorial, and soon there will 
be banners displayed to honor these heroes. 

Safety remains the top priority, so the outdoor pool will not 
be opening on Memorial Day. I am optimistic that we will be 
able to open the pool later this summer and will let residents 
know as soon as possible. 

I'm proud to say the City has met and even exceeded 
expectations for staying ahead of the changing coronavirus 
situation. 

The performance of our personnel has been outstanding - 
there has been no interruption of services. Projects continue to 
move forward including addressing spring/summer flooding 
and upgrading our overall Communication platforms. 

We have been using this time to plan for the future 
sustainability of the City. We are evaluating how we can 
continue to provide excellent services to residents while 
maintaining proper safety and hygiene practices. 

As a result of the recommended safety measures put out 
by Governor DeWine's office, the City of Independence has 
implemented a new protocol to keep our employees safe:

• Employees are getting temperature checks and wearing  
 masks out in the field and when walking around our  
 facilities.

• We are making sure each department has the necessary  
 supplies to disinfect equipment and employee work  
 areas properly.

Because we have not realized the full impact of the COVID 
situation, I asked every Department Director to assess how 
their department could operate more efficiently. 

•  Are there projects or purchases that can be postponed? 
• Are the opportunities to work more collaboratively  

 with other departments to reduce costs? 
• Could we collaborate with other communities and  

 provide a service?

The bottom line is we MUST be more efficient in the 
delivery of our services with a focus on productivity.

I'll end on a brighter note. The City of Independence is in 
a good place as opposed to many other communities that have 
had to take more drastic measures to continue their municipal 
functions. Thanks to many years of good City leadership, we 
as a community are in a strong position to weather the storm.

We are in a sprint to utilize best 
management practices in fighting the 
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COVID-19 virus while continuing to respect and protect each 
other.

We are in a marathon to maintain and enhance our financial 
stability and protect our future. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
Hillsdale College (Hillsdale, Michigan) 

President Larry Arnn recently made the following 
comments in response to the COVID-19 virus 
situation: “Financially the College is in good 
shape. We do not have much in the way of debt, 

and we keep a lot of cash around. We are cautious in our 
management of the College, and we are cautious for a good 
reason. I have been president here for 20 years, and during 
that time we have had 9/11, the 2008 financial crisis, and now 
this. So we are pretty well prepared for whatever comes.”

I firmly believe that President Arnn’s comments are spot 
on and apply to any well run organization: Keep debt to a 
minimum. Keep a healthy amount of cash on hand. Manage 
on the conservative side so that when these world-changing 
events occur, as they most surely do, the organization can 
weather them without having to resort to the most drastic of 
measures.

Here in Independence, most would say that the city has 
a healthy cash balance. But when it comes to debt though, 
it’s debatable if Independence would qualify under President 
Arnn’s “not much in the way of debt” axiom. 

With almost $32 million of debt owed in Notes and Bonds 
to others and almost $21 million that has been advanced to 
the various TIF Funds over the years that should eventually 
be paid back to the General or Municipal Income Tax Funds, 
that combines to total over $52 million of debt the City owes 
to others and “internal debt” owed to itself.

So whether or not the City has more money than it needs 
can and will surely be debated going forward. Anyone weighing 
in on that statement would do well to heed President Arnn’s 
comments about the relationship between debt levels and cash 
balances in cautiously managed organizations.

It’s hard to believe that I have been in my current position of 
Finance Director for the City for six months now already. The 
world has changed quite a bit in those six months, and that 
gets to Dr. Arnn’s point above. These world changing events 
happen often enough that leaders and managers with some 
tenure will have to call on those leadership and management 
skills to effectively guide their organizations through those 
world changing events – and come out the other side at least 
as strong, healthy, and thriving as they went in.

It’s an honor to serve as Independence’s Finance Director 
and be a part of the leadership team that helps Independence 

retain its status as a premier community through both the 
good times and the challenging ones like now. 

It is in the challenging times like now where leadership and 
management skills are not only challenged and tested, but 
where they can also be enhanced and improved for the good 
of the organization – The City of Independence in this case. 

The result if that happens? Our community of Independence 
continues to be a premier community in which to live, work, 
visit, and raise a family.    

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GRENDEL – FINANCE

Planning Commission met on Tuesday, May 5th. The 
application for the Cleveland Clinic Sleep Labs and Courtyard 
by Marriott to continue the use of 8 rooms for sleep studies 
for an additional 3 years was approved. The area for the sleep 
studies are kept separate from the rest of the hotel guests by a 
door and only Cleveland Clinic staff has access. This has been 
present at the hotel since 2012. Council gave its approval to 
the request this evening. A request for a Special U-3 Permit 
for the operation of a church ministry at 6599 Granger 
Road was tabled as well as a Special U-3 Permit request to 
operate a daycare center and preschool at 6001 West Creek 
Road. Redwood Corporate One, LLC received approval of a 
consolidation plat at 7007 East Pleasant Valley Road. 

Finally, there will be a Public Hearing held by the 
Commission on Tuesday June 2nd at 6:00 pm in regard to the 
proposed residential development between Daisy Boulevard 
and Aster Drive. The new proposal is a modification of 
the Quarry Lee residential subdivision that was approved 
on January 7, 2019. I support Ordinance 2020-42 which 
establishes the new Chestnut Woods Phase VI TIF District. It 
was adopted unanimously on tonight’s agenda.

I also support Ordinance 2020-54 which authorizes the 
Mayor to enter into a Purchase Agreement with Rock21 
Properties, Ltd. for the purchase of the home at 6248 
Brecksville Road for a total amount not to exceed $140,500. 
When the blighted home is razed, this property will serve as a 
protective buffer between the commercial property north and 
the residential area to the south. It will also allow some relief 
regarding the drainage issue in this area. This ordinance was 
kept on First Reading, but will be subject to a Council vote at 
the Special Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 19th.

Congratulations to our I.H.S. graduating seniors, and 
I send you my best wishes and prayers as you get ready to 
embark on the next chapter of your lives. It was sad to see the 
balance of your school year be cancelled by the COVID-19. 
I certainly missed reporting on the accomplishments of our 
spring athletes. 

CITY COUNCIL NEWS Vision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
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Finally, I pray for continued blessings on our residents 
that we may stay safe and continue to respect one another. 

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I would like to express my sympathy to the families of Helen 

Elrod, Christine Guzi, Chuck Kornuta, Nancy McKinney, 
Joan Peyatt, Margaret Piszczor, and Betty Jane Vanecek. I am 
so sorry for the loss of your loved ones.

I want to express my sincere congratulations to all our 
graduates in town. With these very different times, the 
ceremonies may not be what we had anticipated. Nonetheless, 
we celebrate each of our graduates for what they have 
accomplished and what accomplishments are still to come. 
May your futures be promising and know that we are proud of 
each and every one of you.

My gratitude goes out to all from our community who 
are working on the front lines to keep each of us safe and 
healthy during this pandemic. A hero is one who is admired 
or idealized for courage and outstanding efforts. And, that is 
exactly what describes each of you. With sincere appreciation.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
Tonight on the agenda is Ordinance 2020-54, an ordinance 

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a purchase agreement 
with Rock 21 Properties, LTD for the purchase of real estate 
property located at 6248 Brecksville Rd., Independence, Ohio. 
The property is the first house south of Chase Bank on the 
west side of Route 21. The house has been a rental property for 
roughly 10 years and needs many updates, I am sure, to bring it 
up to code. The purchase of this property would help the City 
achieve a couple of goals. One, if purchased, would be to form 
a barrier between commercial and residential properties. I am 
almost certain by the location of this home that if purchased by 
another, it would continue to be an unsightly rental property. 
Two, there has been a serious water problem with heavy rain 
events of water crossing Route 21 and heading to Rockside 
causing a serious safety hazard. We could construct a retention 
basin on this property and reduce the risk of serious injury to 
someone who would be driving around this corner in a heavy 
rainstorm. Three, there has been a safety concern of residents 
living on or around Lafayette Boulevard for years. With the 
abundance of commercial entities on Rockside Road, banks, 
gas station,s and restaurants the ability for thieves to access the 
neighborhood of the Lafayette subdivision is very easy. If the 
property was purchased by the City, we could install a 6 to 8 
foot fence behind the businesses on Rockside Road to give 
some protection to the residents in the Lafayette subdivision. 
I am not one who believes in purchasing properties for no 
apparent reason, but this particular property could help 

create a safer environment in many ways. Timing to buy this 
property could not come at a worse time for the City because 
most probably we will see a decline in revenue over the next 
few months, but if we let this opportunity pass, we may not 
have another chance to solve some of these outstanding issues. 
I strongly hope my colleagues will approve Ordinance 2020-
54.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
On May 6th, Governor DeWine announced plans to 

cut over $775 million in spending from the state’s budget. 
Prior to the COVID-19 shutdown, the state’s revenues were 
running $200 million ahead of estimates, but are now nearly 
three-quarters of a billion dollars less than expected. The local 
impact of the state cuts is that the Independence Schools will 
lose $315,000 of state funding. That is a 51% decrease in total 
state funding, which is the 3rd highest percentage reduction 
in the state. Independence Schools, along with Rocky River 
and Upper Arlington, are losing more than half of their state 
funding.

As a CPA and former school board member, I know 
firsthand how these state cuts inevitably diminish our school 
district’s ability to provide the premium level of services our 
community expects. The good news is that there is a unique 
and powerful way for our City government to support our 
School District in this time of need. The City of Independence 
can create a new revenue stream for our school district without 
raising taxes. The City has the ability re-deploy a tiny fraction 
of its substantial budget to come to the aid of the school 
district.

During each of the past four fiscal years, the City of 
Independence has generated average revenue in excess of 
operating expenses totaling $15.9 million per year. After paying 
the yearly operating costs of the police, fire, service, recreation, 
and all other City departments, there remains a surplus of 
almost $16 million per year. The COVID-19 shutdown will 
surely make the coming years less bountiful. Nonetheless, with 
a current cash balance of $40 million and consistent ongoing 
revenue, the City remains well-funded and in position to 
weather the storm and its aftermath.  

It is within the purview of the City Council and the Mayor 
to reduce the amount of inside millage levied on residential and 
commercial property in the City of Independence. If the City 
of Independence were to reduce its inside millage levy from 
2.2 mils to some lesser amount, then any mils not levied by 
the City could be levied by the School District. Every 0.1 mil 
reduction in the City’s inside millage would provide $48,000 
in new revenue for the Independence 
Schools. This change, if approved 
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by the City Council and the Mayor, would result in zero tax 
increase to the residents. A reduction of 0.70 mils of the City’s 
inside millage would completely mitigate the effects of the 
state’s budget cut. At the same time, it would not materially 
diminish the City’s robust financial position.   

As the Governor and state legislature continue to chip away 
at the already meager level of state funding for our Schools, 
it is increasingly obvious that we in Independence are on 
our own. It is up to us to determine what type of schools we 
will have in our community, and how to pay for them. By 
the City reducing inside millage, we can make better use of 
our collective financial resources for the long-term good 
of our entire community. A small change in inside millage 
today will make a huge difference in the future tax burden 
on Independence residents. At the same time, it will increase 
opportunities and make life better for our residents, especially 
the children of Independence.  

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Good Evening Mayor Kurtz, Finance Director Blaze, 

Members of Council, and Citizens of Independence. The 
Utilities Committee met virtually on April 28th, 2020 to 
discuss an agenda primarily focused on the prioritization of 
the City’s two storm water and creek maintenance contracts.

With the emergency associated with the COVID-19 
Pandemic that will in some measure impact our City’s operating 
budget, the committee sought to discuss the prioritization 
of the use of these contracts in 2020. For purposes of the 
committee, we examined sticking to the $400,000 allocated 
in the budget to stormwater and creek maintenance and if 
more funds are available, will take the issue up again. Over 
the last several years, in excess of $1 million was allocated for 
water flow purposes, but that was before the emergency and 
its adverse potential impact on the City’s budgetary revenue 
stream. 

The Storm Water Maintenance and Creek Maintenance 
contracts, awarded to CATTS Construction and Geotech, 
Inc. by competitive bid in April, stand as the City’s investment 
in preventing water drainage and flooding problems that 
have been identified. Some projects are proactive to prevent 
problems from occurring while others are reactive, fixing areas 
that have proven to have water and storm problems. 

To begin with, the committee discussed the very volatile 
nature of spring rains and how they impacted many 
properties. Weather patterns have significantly changed with 
climate change over the past 20 years, but our fundamental 
infrastructure is sound and capable of handling rain and water 
events. However, the region has experienced extraordinary 

rain and snow events for that same period of time, with spring 
2020 being no exception, and it is not possible to handle every 
event, even with the most sophisticated infrastructure that the 
City has at its disposal.

The heavy rains and associated flooding at the end of 
March included a very saturated ground due to the second 
rainiest March since 1973. March of 2019 and 2020 saw 
more rain than any March since 1973, and with the lack of 
trees and increase in water conducting asphalt and concrete 
since that time, led to extremely difficult times for as many 
as 93 residents and businesses who called the Engineering 
Department to report water problems including basement, 
yard, and property flooding and damage.

One such occurrence happened in our commercial district 
where a major pipe was washed out on Patriot’s Way. An 
$80,000 repair and improvement of this pipe was discussed. 
This area impacts much of the city’s commercial district and 
the need for repair and replacement was of top priority.

Also discussed were dozens of potential projects that 
work to bolster flood prevention and prudent water flow. 
The Committee reviewed these project proposals and gave 
direction to Mayor Kurtz and Engineer Don Ramm that 
Council’s priorities included: 

1. Any project that can solve flooding or water damage that 
has breached a residence and inflicted damage inside a house 
or commercial building. 

2. Projects that can help alleviate flooding damage to 
residential or commercial yards and outside property. 

3. Water flow corrections and or limiting damage to 
roadways and other areas. 

An extensive discussion was held regarding recent flooding 
in the Valley Woods subdivision. This subdivision was built in 
what would be termed a ‘steep slope’ area of town. Legislation 
that I sponsored and was passed in 2017 would have created a 
much different subdivision plan, but hindsight is 20/20. The 
residents have had substantial yard and some home flooding 
during the early March rains. Engineer Ramm and Mayor 
Kurtz are exploring the ability to build a wide scale water 
retention basis that could directly help the residential property 
owners, some of whom did see waters breeching their homes 
and basements. The committee will revisit the issue when the 
details of the retention basin come together, and the Mayor 
did promise residents that this would be a priority of the 
Engineering Department.

The committee will meet again in June and among the 
topics will be a review of existing recycling programs and what 
the future holds for recycling. An expose on local television 
showed that the City of Cleveland’s recycled products were 
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being dumped in a landfill, sadly. Service Director Karas did 
provide confirmation that none of the City of Independence’s 
recycling is handled in this manner and that the problems with 
Cleveland’s recycled products not being properly recycled and 
reused did not exist for our own municipal program.

Lastly, May saw the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day, the end of WWII in Europe. We still have a number of 
brave members of this community who fought on European 
and Asian battlefields on the land, air, and sea and continue 
to be blessed as a Republic for their service to defeat fascism. 
We shall remember those who did not return, as well as those 
who have subsequently had Taps sounded for them since the 
conflict on Memorial Day. Due to the stay at home orders, 
our Memorial Day may be virtual or otherwise without formal 
ceremonies, but they live in our hearts always and can be 
remembered in our hearts as well as in our Veterans Plaza on 
Public Square when it is safe for all.

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee last met on April 7, 2020. 

I anticipate a meeting in early June. On my frequent walks and 
drives around the City, I would like to report on the excellent 
progress in all four major construction areas. Upper Brookside 
residents are now able to drive on the one completed concrete 
lane that was poured last week. Additional sections of Bramley 
Drive were poured, and other segments near readiness for 
pouring of the final lane. Most of the sidewalk and aprons 
have been completed on Lower Brookside. Lafayette has most 
curbs completed and sidewalks are progressing, and upper 
areas of the development have received landscaping. Work 
on Rockside Woods North and Brecksville Road continue to 
move forward with areas on the east side of Brecksville to be 
tweaked next.

I will not be supporting Ordinance 2020-54 for the City’s 
purchase of a house just south of Chase Bank. Unfortunately, 
there are many additional costs to be taken into account beside 
the cost of the home. Additional costs include the loss of tax 
revenue from the property, costs of demolishing the house, 
building the requested detention basin, cost of landscaping the 
site to make a parklike place, maintaining the basin, as well as 
the cost of maintaining the property in perpetuity. I appreciate 
Lafayette residents’ concerns about proximity of the Rockside 
commercial area and potential trespassers. I would propose 
that the City either encourage commercial property owners 
to maintain and enhance the existing fence or, if necessary, 
acquire easements across the rear of the properties adjacent to 
the commercial area for fencing or camera monitoring as we 
have in Elmwood Park and on Crown Centre. These measures 

would better serve those residents whose rear yards back up to 
the commercial area at a more reasonable cost to the city. As 
to the drainage issues, draining at the rear of the properties as 
well as trench drains along the right-of-way along the sidewalk 
on Brecksville Road should be investigated.

In past years, water main breaks contributed to sheeting 
of water across Brecksville Road. We should evaluate if water 
main repairs have resolved the water sheeting.

To this point in time, we have managed to be relatively 
safe from the pandemic. It is my hope that we will err on the 
side of caution when it comes to decisions on reopening City 
buildings, scheduling youth programs and senior programs, 
and any large gatherings. It is not worth the risk to rush into 
these decisions.

I hope everyone expressed their appreciation to their 
mothers and other mother figures in their lives last Sunday.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Hello fellow residents. I pray that all of you have been safe 

and healthy during these trying times. I am very pleased with 
the feedback from our senior welfare checks. Please, if you are 
in need of help, call our Community Services Department for 
assistance. Hopefully we will be turning the corner very soon, 
and our lives will get back to some sort of normalcy.

Although the weather hasn’t been great, our road projects, 
Upper/Lower Brookside and the Lafayette development have 
been moving quite swiftly. Most sidewalks are done along with 
curbs, and the asphalting has begun.

On April 28th we had a virtual Utilities & Sewers 
Committee meeting. During this meeting we discussed mostly 
the horrible flooding some of our residents had to deal with 
from streets, yards, and basements. The City is working on 
a plan with the Engineering Department so we can try and 
prevent future flooding problems.

On May 5th we had a virtual Finance Committee meeting. 
During this meeting we discussed the financial impact that 
COVID-19 has had on our City the past couple of months. 
Although it has been rough, Finance Director Blaze has 
done an exceptional job keeping the City’s finances moving 
smoothly and keeping all of Council up to date.

In the next month or so we should have our GPD assessment 
on all City buildings complete.

I would like to send my condolences out to our Clerk of 
Council, Debi Beal, and City Engineer Don Ramm for their 
loss of a beloved family member.

I hope everyone has a wonderful rest of the month.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
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DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO

The Building Department has experienced 
a decrease in commercial projects. However, 
residential projects have increased. We are taking 
precautions to keep both employees and our 
customers safe and healthy. Please use email or 

call should you need to contact us.
Over the last month, the Building Department sent 

out six sets of construction drawings for plan review. 
Twelve commercial permits were issued and 41 commercial 
construction inspections were performed. Plans were approved 
for a tenant build out at 4807 Rockside Road. Occupancy 
permits were issued for a tenant build out at 6100 Oak Tree 
Drive and for the Orbis Education, a 13,777 sq. ft. tenant 
build out at 6050 Oak Tree Drive. 

The Department also issued 36 residential permits and 
performed 46 residential construction inspections. Plans were 
approved for a new dwelling on Linden Lane. An occupancy 
was issued for a new dwelling on Brettin Drive. Thirteen new 
dwellings are currently under construction in the City. 

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of twenty-one (21) Permits were 

issued:

Eight (8) Miscellaneous Residential Permits 
were issued to repair/replace/extend/ resurface 

driveways/pads/service walks.

Eleven (11) Right-of-Way Permits were issued for new gas 
connections and for various fiber optic installations.

 
One (1) Grade Permit and one (1) Landscape Permit 

were issued to Pulte Homes for a new home on Sublot 119 
Linden Lane.

One (1) topographic site plan was also approved for Sublot 
119 Linden Lane.

 
We prepared for and attended a Utilities & Sewers Council 

Committee Meeting, conducted on Tuesday, April 28th. 
The “Alternate Bid Projects” from the Creek Maintenance 
Contracts were briefly discussed, as were other flooding and 
erosion issues around the City which arose as a result of the 
March 29th rain event.

We have been working with the Service Department to 
assist with repair treatments needed along the Hemlock Trail 

due to the March 29th rain event. We have also been working 
with the Service Department to make appointments and to 
troubleshoot flooding conditions on residential properties in 
response to the March 29th rain. This work has been, and 
continues to be, on-going.

We have coordinated with our Law Department, our 
consulting engineer (CT Consultants), and with two (2) 
property owners to secure permanent Highway Easements 
at the north-end of Daisy Boulevard in connection with the 
Lafayette Subdivision Improvements Project, in order 
to make certain improvements there. Ordinance 2020-48 
on tonight’s agenda authorizes the Mayor to accept these 
permanent highway easements.  

Lastly, we continue to oversee the construction activity of 
four (4) major infrastructure projects in town: The intermediate 
asphalt layer has been paved on Brookside Road and Dania 
Drive, in connection with the Brookside & Bramley Road 
Improvements Project. Sidewalks and drive aprons are also 
being installed. Phase 2 of the Bramley Road Reconstruction 
has been ongoing for the last month, and Phase 2 concrete 
paving has recently begun there.

Major retaining wall construction was completed last 
month, and roadway embankment and subbase construction 
have been ongoing for the Rockside Woods Boulevard Road 
and Utility Extension (Part A) Project.

Concrete paving of the roadway boulevard pavement (east 
of Topgolf towards Brecksville Road) is scheduled for later this 
month. Sidewalk installation along the southbound side of 
Brecksville Road (Part B Project) is scheduled to begin next 
week.

Curb and drive apron replacements on the northbound 
side of Brecksville Road are also scheduled to begin there later 
this month. 

Sidewalk and drive apron construction continue in 
the Lafayette Subdivision Improvements Project. The 
intermediate layer of asphalt paving was completed there last 
week. Restoration work has also been initiated. 

Phase 1 of the concrete pavement installation was completed 
last week in connection with the Upper Brookside Road 
Improvements Project. Phase 2 road removal operations have 
begun this week, and the Phase 2 concrete paving is scheduled 
for later this month. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR  
– SENICK

The Community Services Department has 
transitioned 55+ lunches to drive-thru style 
service. Seniors can purchase a packaged meal to 
pick up on Fridays in the Civic Center circle. 
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The staff here is looking forward to seeing our seniors at our 
new drive-thru lunches. 

Our “Indy Pen Pal” project has started and so far we have 
had positive response. We hope this intergenerational program 
will give participants a creative outlet, curb some of the 
loneliness they may be feeling, and encourage them to connect 
with someone new. Call 216-524-7373 for details. 

We understand that it can be difficult to stay active when 
fitness centers are closed. Our Department has partnered with 
the Recreation Department to send some chair workouts 
to our seniors that they can do from the safety of their own 
home. If you are interested in getting these workouts in the 
mail, please call us at 216-524-7373. In addition, our Better 
Balance instructor has recorded some video exercises you can 
view through the Virtual Recreation page on the city website.

There are more opportunities coming up to donate blood 
during this crucial time. The Red Cross will be at the Elmwood 
Recreation Center on Tuesday, June 9th and Monday, June 
15th from 1 - 7 pm. Appointments are strongly suggested. You 
can visit redcrossblood.org to make your appointment and see 
what the Red Cross is doing to increase their safety measures. 

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
I would like to congratulate Chris Hampton 

who was sworn in on May 5th as a full-time 
Firefighter/Paramedic with the City. Chris 
comes to us with part-time experience from 
several other Fire Departments. He started with 

us the following day and is already working hard learning our 
operations. I think he is a great addition to our department. 

Ordinance 2020-55 on tonight’s agenda provides 
authorization for the Mayor to enter into an agreement with 
Cleveland Clinic AtWork to provide a wellness program 
for the Fire Department. This will include annual medical 
evaluations and fitness assessments of all firefighters based on 
industry standards. This will be a three year agreement for 
these services. Through this new program we seek to improve 
firefighter health and wellness by early recognition, treatment, 
and prevention of the known health risks in our profession.    

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
Friday, May 15th is National Peace Officers 

Memorial Day, and the calendar week in 
which May 15th falls is National Police Week. 
Established by a joint resolution of Congress in 
1962, and signed into law by President Kennedy, 

National Police Week pays special recognition to those law 
enforcement officers who have lost their lives in the line of 
duty for the safety and protection of others. In 2019, 146 

officers died in the line of duty, and there have been 72 deaths 
to date this year. More than 20,000 names of fallen officers 
are inscribed on the walls of the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington D.C. 

This Saturday, May 16th is Armed Forces Day. My wife and 
all three of our children have chosen to serve their country in 
our Armed Forces, and 15 members of the Police Department 
are Veterans as well. I would like to recognize them, as well as 
all of the members of our community who have volunteered 
to protect our great country.

Monday, May 25th is Memorial Day, a holiday in honor 
of those who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting our 
freedom. Please take a moment to remember these heroes and 
their families who gave so much to our country.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
Normally at this time of the year, we discuss 

the start of Little League, the opening of the 
outdoor pool, and the beginning of additional 
summer programming. Unfortunately, as of this 
evening we have no definite timeline as to when 

we can begin programming or when our facilities will reopen. 
I can assure you that when we do get the “green light”, we 
intend to open our facilities in the safest manner that will best 
protect both our employees and our residents. We are still 
hopeful that we will have a shortened Little League season and 
outdoor pool season! Thanks to everyone for your patience - 
please check the City website and our social media outlets for 
up-to-date information. 

Over the past month or so, Tech Services along with 
Recreation staff have been making upgrades and improvements 
to the Civic Center along with some of our outdoor facilities. 
You will notice some new LED lighting, painting, and ceiling 
tile upgrades throughout the Civic Center. The interior of the 
building is also getting a thorough cleaning and sprucing up.

Our Liberty Playground ‘Phase 2’ renovation has been 
moving along smoothly. All drainage work has been completed, 
sidewalks are 50 percent complete, and the main play structure 
is 100% complete. We anticipate completion of the entire 
project for later June. Hopefully, we will get the “OK” from 
the Governor to open all of our playgrounds by then!

We are happy to see so many of our residents walking, 
biking, or jogging in Elmwood Park and on the Hemlock Trail. 
Thank you to all of our park goers for your patience during 
the Service Department’s recent repairs to the Hemlock Trail, 
and for continued social distancing while being outdoors!
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SERVICE DIRCTOR – KARAS

This past month the Service Department 
began landscaping, mulching, and mowing all 
city grounds and buildings. Additionally, asphalt 
crews have been out strip patching various roads 
throughout the City.

Over the past month the Service Department had a crew 
working on Hemlock Creek Trail to repair the damage done 
during the storm at the end of March. The asphalt has been 
repaired, stone has been replaced, and grass has been replanted. 
The Service Department takes pride in maintaining the trail 
for the residents and visitors to Independence.

I would like to remind everyone City does offer Toter Carts 
for sale to be used for yard waste collection. You can purchase 
the large 96 gallon cart thought the Service Department. 
The carts have a green lid on them to distinguish them from 
rubbish and recycling carts. 

This year the compost delivery was off to a slow start with 
the poor weather in April. However since the beginning of 
May, demand had picked up. The department has delivered 
231 loads of compost for a total of 1155 yards to the residents. 
There is still quite a bit of compost left, so please call today 
and reserve your 5 yard load.  

TECHNICAL SERVICS DIRECTOR – 
SNYDERBURN

Technical Service Director Snyderburn 
submitted the following report.

Tech has been busy with remodeling projects 
that would ordinarily disrupt daily activity. We 

have completed lighting and tile replacement in the workout 
areas at the Civic Center along with the recreation atrium and 
hallways. We have since moved to the Community Service 
side with completion scheduled for this week. The areas that 
have been completed have a nice clean, crisp look with much 
brighter lighting.

We are busy making sneeze guards for various areas in 
our campus buildings. The first ones will be installed at each 
information desk. The guards are made of clear Plexiglas and 
are used to establish a physical barrier and help maintain social 
distance. 

Tech is cleaning ductwork and diffusers in our buildings. 
Filters on all our HVAC units are changed quarterly. A clean 
environment is at the top of our list. 

Tech takes pride in completing work “in-house”. We will 
continue to perform all work that is most efficient with our 
very qualified Techs. It is understood that this means going 
above and beyond every single day. I challenge our entire staff 
to work wisely and efficiently. Character counts! 

I wish all of our residents a healthy, warm summer. 

LEGISLATION

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-42 An Ordinance establishing 
the Chestnut Woods Phase VI Incentive District and 
declaring improvements to certain parcels of property in 
the incentive district to be a public purpose for purposes of 
Sections 5709.40 and 5709.42 of the Ohio Revised Code, 
describing public improvements to be made to benefit or 
serve the incentive district, requiring the owners of parcels 
within the incentive district to make service payments 
in lieu of taxes; establishing a Chestnut Woods Phase VI 
Municipal Public Improvement Tax Increment Equivalent 
Fund for the deposit of service payments, making related 
authorizations pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Sections 
5709.40, 5709.42 and 5709.43. Enacted 7 yes/0 no. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-44 An Ordinance authorizing 
the continuity of compensation of regular wages to non-
bargaining essential City employees due to temporary and 
extraordinary circumstances involving the COVID-19 
Pandemic and declaring an emergency. Enacted 7 yes/0 
no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-48 An Ordinance authorizing the 
Mayor to enter into an easement for highway purposes 
(“easement agreement”) with the Mary Alice Boehnlein 
Revocable Living Trust and Kevin Thomas Burns in 
connection with the Daisy Boulevard Road Improvements.
Enacted 6 yes/1 no (V). 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-49 An Ordinance authorizing the 
disposal of the City’s surplus goods and equipment through 
Govdeals online auction service. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-50 An Ordinance extending the 
temporary moratorium on all electronically changeable 
signs within the boundary of the City of Independence 
through December 31, 2020 and declaring an emergency.
Enacted 7 yes/0 no. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-51 2020 Annual Appropriations 
Ordinance. Enacted 7 yes/0 no. 

Minutes of the Council Meeting(s) are unapproved at the time of this 
publication and have been condensed. These minutes will be available in 
their entirety at the Clerk of Council’s Office after they have been approved, 
and can also be found on our City’s website.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-53 An Ordinance granting a 

Temporary Accessory Use Permit in a U-6A District for 
the property located at 5051 West Creek Road. Enacted 
7 yes/0 no. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-54 An Ordinance authorizing the 
Mayor to enter into a Purchase Agreement with Rock21 
Properties, Ltd. for the purchase of real property located 
within the City.* (In an amount not to exceed $137,500.00 
and to expend up to $3,000.00 in closing costs, for a total 
amount not to exceed $140,500.00). Placed on Second 
Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-55 An Ordinance authorizing the 
Mayor to enter into an agreement with Cleveland Clinic 
Atwork for the entire City Fire Department Wellness 
Evaluation Program. (For a three-year period, beginning June 
1, 2020 and ending May 31, 2023, in a total amount not 
to exceed $45,000.00 for the three-year period). Enacted 7 
yes/0 no.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-16 A Resolution confirming the 
appointment by the Mayor of Mark Kwiatkowski, Sr. as a 
Citizen Member of the Civil Service Commission to serve 
the unexpired term of a vacant position through December 
31, 2021. Approved 7 yes/0 no. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESULTS  
– May 5, 2020

5051 West Creek Road, Courtyard by Marriott & Cleveland 
Clinic Sleep Labs - Approval of the continuation of the use 
of 8 rooms for the Cleveland Clinic Sleep Study (approval 
expires on June 6, 2020). Approved. 

6599 Granger Road, The Glory House Church, Pastor 
Nate Burge – To consider the request for a Special U-3 Permit 
for 6599 Granger Road for the operation of a church ministry 
on the site. Tabled.

6001 West Creek Road, Children’s Joy Pre-School, Jerry & 
Laura Bash – To consider the request for a Special U-3 Permit 
to operate a daycare center and pre-school on the site. Tabled.

7007 East Pleasant Valley Road, Redwood Corporate One, 
LLC – Approval of consolidation plat. Approved.
Daisy Blvd. & Aster Drive, PPN 562-18-001 & 562-18-
047, Daisy May, LLC – Lot split and consolidation for Phase 

1 with the lot split and consolidation of two existing properties 
into 2 residential lots. Public Hearing Scheduled for June 2, 
2020.

Daisy Blvd. & Aster Drive, PPN 562-18-001, 562-18-046 
& 562-18-047, Daisy May, LLC – Lot split, consolidation 
and dedication plat for Phase 2 with the separation of 3 existing 
properties into 5 residential lots. Public Hearing Scheduled 
for June 2, 2020.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  
– May 21, 2020

6436 Poplar Drive, Terry Boylan – Requesting a variance 
496 sq. ft. to permit an accessory building to be 640 sq. ft. in 
size (144 sq. ft. permitted, 640 sq. ft. requested). Approved 
(3-2, Fortlage, Bredt – No).

Daisy Blvd. & Aster Drive, Daisy May LLC & Timothy 
Lee, Phase 1 – Requesting a variance of 57 feet for Sublot 1 to 
permit the average total lot width abutting the dedicated street 
to be less than 60% (82 feet permitted, 25 feet requested) and 
a variance of 188 feet for Sublot 2 (218 feet permitted, 30 feet 
requested). Removed.

Daisy Blvd. & Aster Drive, Daisy May LLC & Timothy 
Lee, Phase 2 –  
Requesting the following variances:

A. A variance of 24 feet for Sublot 7 to permit the  
 minimum lot width to be 76 feet (100 feet permitted,  
 76 feet requested;
B.  A variance for Sublots 5,6,8 and 9 of 10 feet to permit  
 the building setback to be 65 feet (75 feet permitted, 65  
 feet requested);
C.  A variance of 57 feet for Sublot 1C  to permit the average  
 total lot width abutting the dedicated street to be less  
 than 60% (82 feet permitted, 25 feet requested);  a  
 variance of 15 feet for Sublot 8 (45 feet permitted, 30  
 feet requested); a variance of 16 feet for Sublot 9 (81  
 feet permitted, 65 feet requested);
D. A variance to 1165.02 of 15 feet for Sublot 5 to permit  
 the minimum rear yard width to be 40 feet (55 feet  
 required, 40 feet request); a variance of 18 feet for  
 Sublot 6 (58 feet required, 40 feet requested); and 50  
 feet for Sublot 7 (90 feet required, 40 feet requested).  
 Removed.



PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, Ohio
Permit No. 2754

The City of Independence, 6800 Brecksville Road, Independence, OH 44131-5045 | 216.524.4131

SAVE THE DATE   JUNE 2020
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Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216.328.1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

Planning Commission 
Public Hearing 6 pm 

with meeting to follow

Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council 
Meeting 7 pm

Economic Growth & 
Development Mtg. 

4:30 pm

Mayor’s 
Listening Night

5-6 pm

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Board of Zoning 
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm 

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

1st Day of 
Summer

Flag Day

Father’s
Day
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* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED.*

Web Site: www.independenceohio.org
E-mail: cityhall@independenceohio.org

If you have questions regarding 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call 
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)
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